Anglicanism 101

  By nature, I am not a joiner.  I am an introvert, albeit a wordy one, and prefer solitude with occasional, well-planned appearances along the margins of organized activities.  But as a follower of Jesus, I have become increasingly aware of the call to invest in the community of Christians, recognizing that as we are many members in one body, each with a vital function, the glory of the saints dims a bit when pieces are missing. 

  I came to St Bartholomew’s on Ash Wednesday at the start of what I thought would be a long search for a new church home.  I was so moved by the service that I returned the following Sunday with one of my children and have been coming ever since.  This surprised me.  I attended an Episcopal church in Northern California for a time nearly thirty years ago.  I felt a deep love and connection for the people there and my oldest child was baptized in that Parish but I was unfamiliar with the Anglican liturgy and found the readings tediously repetitious and boring.  The nave in that little church was like a jewel box and I loved the beauty and reverence of it but had come from the Presbyterian Church where the services were exactly one hour and I chafed at the additional thirty minutes devoted to communion.  Surely there was a way to do this faster.

   But the structure of the services and the very same liturgy now is a significant part of what draws me.  I love the Lectionary and the Collects, I love sitting in a Nave that is fully focused on the cross and free of video screens and rock bands.   I love the unhurried feel of the services and the idea that around the world we are gathered together in our practice.

  I discovered a phrase for this in Anglicanism 101: Common Worship.  This is the linchpin of the Episcopal Church and something I had unknowingly been longing for.  In other denominations, this phrase denotes common belief but here there is an understanding that among us there are many different perspectives and an intentional concession to the mystery of the Gospel.  We represent great variety, what unites us is the worship centered on the Book of Common Prayer.  

  And so, this June I’ll be a joiner and become confirmed in the Anglican Church, despite my love of occupying the shadows.   I’ll look for ways to invest myself in this expression of the body of my Lord and I know that while I view myself as an asset, I’ll be the one receiving. 
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